
SOME GENERALIZATIONS OF SCHWARZ INEQUALITY IN
INNER PRODUCT SPACES

SILVESTRU SEVER DRAGOMIR1;2

Abstract. Some two complex parameters generalizations of the celebrated
Schwarz inequality in inner product spaces are given. Applications for n-tuples
of complex numbers are provided.

1. Introduction

Let (H; h�; �i) be an inner product space over the real or complex numbers �eld
K. The following inequality is well known in literature as the Schwarz inequality

(1.1) kxk2 kyk2 � jhx; yij2

for any x; y 2 H: The equality case holds in (1.1) if and only if there exists a
constant � 2 K such that x = �y: This inequality can be written in an equivalent
form as

(1.2) kxk kyk � jhx; yij :

Assume that P : H ! H is an orthogonal projection on H, namely, it satis�es
the condition P 2 = P = P �. We obviously have in the operator order of B(H), the
Banach algebra of all linear bounded operators on H, that 0 � P � 1H .
In the recent paper [8, Eq. (2.6)] we established among others that

(1.3) kxk kyk � hPx; xi1=2 hPy; yi1=2 + jhx; yi � hPx; yij

for any x; y 2 H: Since by the triangle inequality we have

jhx; yi � hPx; yij � jhx; yij � jhPx; yij

and by the Schwarz inequality for nonnegative selfadjoint operators we have

hPx; xi1=2 hPy; yi1=2 � jhPx; yij

for any x; y 2 H; then we get from (1.3) the following re�nement of (1.2)

(1.4) kxk kyk � jhx; yij � hPx; xi1=2 hPy; yi1=2 � jhPx; yij � 0

for any x; y 2 H:
In 1985 the author [2] (see also [3] or [6, p. 36]) established the following in-

equality related to Schwarz inequality

(1.5)
�
kxk2 kzk2 � jhx; zij2

��
kyk2 kzk2 � jhy; zij2

�
�
���hx; yi kzk2 � hx; zi hz; yi���2
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for any x; y; z 2 H and obtained, as a consequence, the following re�nement of
(1.2):

(1.6) kxk kyk � jhx; yi � hx; ei he; yij+ jhx; ei he; yij � jhx; yij

for any x; y; e 2 H with kek = 1:
If we take the square root in (1.5) and use the triangle inequality, we get for x;

y; z 2 H n f0g that�
kxk2 kzk2 � jhx; zij2

�1=2 �
kyk2 kzk2 � jhy; zij2

�1=2
�
���hx; yi kzk2 � hx; zi hz; yi��� � jhx; zi hz; yij � jhx; yij kzk2

which by division with kxk2 kyk2 kzk2 6= 0 produces

(1.7)
jhx; yij
kxk kyk �

jhx; zij
kxk kzk

jhz; yij
kzk kyk �

s
1� jhx; zij2

kxk2 kzk2

s
1� jhy; zij2

kyk2 kzk2
:

For other results connected with Schwarz inequality in inner product spaces see
the monographs [5] and [6]. For various results related to Cauchy-Bunyakovsky-
Schwarz inequality for the n-tuples of numbers see the survey [7] and the monograph
[4]. For recent results in connection to Schwarz inequality, see [1], [11] and [13]-[15].
In this paper we obtain some two complex parameters generalizations of the

celebrated Schwarz inequality in inner product spaces. Applications for n-tuples of
complex numbers are provided.

2. Main Results

We can state the following two complex parameters generalization of Schwarz�s
inequality:

Theorem 1. Let x; y; e 2 H with kek = 1 and �; � 2 C: Then

(2.1)
��hx; yi � hx; ei he; yi �1� �����2

�
h
kxk2 +

�
j�j2 � 1

�
jhx; eij2

i h
kyk2 +

�
j�j2 � 1

�
jhe; yij2

i
:

Proof. We start with Schwarz inequality for the vectors x� e and y � �e with ;
� 2 C; namely

(2.2) jhx� e; y � �eij2 � kx� ek2 ky � �ek2 :

Observe that

kx� ek2 = kxk2 � 2Re ( hx; ei) + jj2

= kxk2 � jhx; eij2 + jhx; eij2 � 2Re ( hx; ei) + jj2

= kxk2 � jhx; eij2 + j � hx; eij2

and, similarly

ky � �ek2 = kyk2 � jhy; eij2 + j� � hy; eij2 :



GENERALIZATIONS OF SCHWARZ INEQUALITY 3

We also have

hx� e; y � �ei = hx; yi �  he; yi � � hx; ei+ �
= hx; yi � hx; ei he; yi+ � + hx; ei he; yi �  he; yi � � hx; ei
= hx; yi � hx; ei he; yi+ ( � hx; ei)

�
� � he; yi

�
= hx; yi � hx; ei he; yi+ ( � hx; ei) (� � hy; ei):

Now, if we take
 = hx; ei+ hx; ei�

and
� = hy; ei+ hy; ei�;

then we get

kx� ek2 = kxk2 +
�
j�j2 � 1

�
jhx; eij2 ;

ky � �ek2 = kyk2 +
�
j�j2 � 1

�
jhy; eij2

and

hx� e; y � �ei = hx; yi � hx; ei he; yi+ hx; ei�(hy; ei�)
= hx; yi � hx; ei he; yi+ hx; ei he; yi��
= hx; yi � hx; ei he; yi

�
1� ��

�
and by (2.2) we get (2.1). �

Remark 1. In particular, for � = � we get���hx; yi+ hx; ei he; yi�j�j2 � 1����2
�
h
kxk2 +

�
j�j2 � 1

�
jhx; eij2

i h
kyk2 +

�
j�j2 � 1

�
jhy; eij2

i
and by taking t = j�j2 � 1 2 [�1;1) then we get the simpler inequality of interest

(2.3) jhx; yi+ t hx; ei he; yij2 �
h
kxk2 + t jhx; eij2

i h
kyk2 + t jhy; eij2

i
;

for any x; y; e 2 H with kek = 1 and t 2 [�1;1):
We observe that if �; � 2 C with j�j ; j�j � 1; then by (2.1) we get the family of

Schwarz inequalities

(2.4)
��hx; yi � hx; ei he; yi �1� ����� � kxk kyk ;

where x; y; e 2 H with kek = 1.
If we take in (2.4) � = � = 1; then we get the classical Schwarz inequality, while

for � = 1; � = �1 we get
(2.5) jhx; yi � 2 hx; ei he; yij � kxk kyk :
By the triangle inequality we have

(2.6) 2 jhx; ei he; yij � jhx; yij � jhx; yi � 2 hx; ei he; yij
and then by (2.5) and (2.6) we get the celebrated Buzano�s inequality

(2.7) jhx; ei he; yij � 1

2
[jhx; yij+ kxk kyk]

where x; y; e 2 H with kek = 1.
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We observe that if j�j ; j�j � 1 then by (2.1) we also get
(2.8)

��hx; yi � hx; ei he; yi �1� ����� � j�j j�j kxk kyk
where x; y; e 2 H with kek = 1.

Corollary 1. With the assumptions of Theorem 1 we have

(2.9) jhx; yij � jhx; ei he; yij
��1� ����

+
h
kxk2 +

�
j�j2 � 1

�
jhx; eij2

i1=2 h
kyk2 +

�
j�j2 � 1

�
jhy; eij2

i1=2
and

(2.10) jhx; ei he; yij
��1� ���� � jhx; yij

+
h
kxk2 +

�
j�j2 � 1

�
jhx; eij2

i1=2 h
kyk2 +

�
j�j2 � 1

�
jhy; eij2

i1=2
:

Proof. By taking the square root in (2.1) we get

(2.11)
��hx; yi � hx; ei he; yi �1� �����

�
h
kxk2 +

�
j�j2 � 1

�
jhx; eij2

i1=2 h
kyk2 +

�
j�j2 � 1

�
jhy; eij2

i1=2
:

By the continuity of the modulus inequality we also have

(2.12)
��jhx; yij � jhx; ei he; yij ��1� ������ � ��hx; yi � hx; ei he; yi �1� ����� :

Since, obviously

jhx; yij � jhx; ei he; yij
��1� ���� � ��jhx; yij � jhx; ei he; yij ��1� ������ ;

then by (2.11) and (2.12) we get (2.9).
Also, since

jhx; ei he; yij
��1� ����� jhx; yij � ��jhx; yij � jhx; ei he; yij ��1� ������

then by (2.11) and (2.12) we get (2.10). �
Remark 2. In particular, if we take � = � above, we get

jhx; yij � jhx; ei he; yij
���j�j2 � 1���

+
h
kxk2 +

�
j�j2 � 1

�
jhx; eij2

i1=2 h
kyk2 +

�
j�j2 � 1

�
jhy; eij2

i1=2
and

jhx; ei he; yij
���j�j2 � 1��� � jhx; yij
+
h
kxk2 +

�
j�j2 � 1

�
jhx; eij2

i1=2 h
kyk2 +

�
j�j2 � 1

�
jhy; eij2

i1=2
and by taking t = j�j2� 1 2 [�1;1) then we get the simpler inequalities of interest

(2.13) jhx; yij � jhx; ei he; yij jtj+
h
kxk2 + t jhx; eij2

i1=2 h
kyk2 + t jhy; eij2

i1=2
and

(2.14) jhx; ei he; yij jtj � jhx; yij+
h
kxk2 + t jhx; eij2

i1=2 h
kyk2 + t jhy; eij2

i1=2
;

where x; y; e 2 H with kek = 1 and t 2 [�1;1):
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Corollary 2. Let x; y; e 2 H with kek = 1 and �; � 2 C with j�j � 1 and j�j � 1:
Then we have

(2.15)

����hx; yi � hx; ei he; yi ��1� ���� �1� j�j2�1=2 �1� j�j2�1=2�����
�
��hx; yi � hx; ei he; yi �1� �����
+ jhx; ei he; yij

�
1� j�j2

�1=2 �
1� j�j2

�1=2
� kxk kyk :

Proof. The �rst inequality follows by the triangle inequality for modulus.
We use the following elementary inequality�

a2 � b2
� �
c2 � d2

�
� (ac� bd)2

for any real numbers a; b; c; d:
Thereforeh

kxk2 +
�
j�j2 � 1

�
jhx; eij2

i h
kyk2 +

�
j�j2 � 1

�
jhy; eij2

i
=
h
kxk2 �

�
1� j�j2

�
jhx; eij2

i h
kyk2 �

�
1� j�j2

�
jhy; eij2

i
�
�
kxk kyk � jhx; ei he; yij

�
1� j�j2

�1=2 �
1� j�j2

�1=2�2
:

Since by Schwarz�s inequality and the fact that j�j � 1 and j�j � 1; we have

kxk � jhx; eij � jhx; eij
�
1� j�j2

�1=2
and

kyk � jhe; yij �
�
1� j�j2

�1=2
jhe; yij

implying that

(2.16)
h
kxk2 �

�
1� j�j2

�
jhx; eij2

i1=2 h
kyk2 �

�
1� j�j2

�
jhy; eij2

i1=2
� kxk kyk � jhx; ei he; yij

�
1� j�j2

�1=2 �
1� j�j2

�1=2
:

From (2.1) we also have

(2.17)
��hx; yi � hx; ei he; yi �1� �����

�
h
kxk2 �

�
1� j�j2

�
jhx; eij2

i1=2 h
kyk2 �

�
1� j�j2

�
jhy; eij2

i1=2
:

Now, by making use of (2.16) and (2.17) we deduce the second inequality in (2.15).
�

Remark 3. If we take � = � above, then we get���hx; yi � 2 hx; ei he; yi�1� j�j2����
�
���hx; yi � hx; ei he; yi�1� j�j2����+ jhx; ei he; yij�1� j�j2� � kxk kyk

and

jhx; yij �
���hx; yi � hx; ei he; yi�1� j�j2����+ jhx; ei he; yij�1� j�j2� � kxk kyk ;
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and by taking s = 1� j�j2 2 [0; 1] we get the following inequalities of interest
(2.18) jhx; yi � 2s hx; ei he; yij � jhx; yi � s hx; ei he; yij+ s jhx; ei he; yij � kxk kyk
and

(2.19) jhx; yij � jhx; yi � s hx; ei he; yij+ s jhx; ei he; yij � kxk kyk ;
where x; y; e 2 H with kek = 1 and s 2 [0; 1].
If we take s = 1

2 in (2.18) and (2.19), then we get

(2.20) jhx; yi � hx; ei he; yij �
����hx; yi � 12 hx; ei he; yi

����+ 12 jhx; ei he; yij � kxk kyk
and

(2.21) jhx; yij �
����hx; yi � 12 hx; ei he; yi

����+ 12 jhx; ei he; yij � kxk kyk ;
where x; y; e 2 H with kek = 1:
If we take s = 1 in (2.19) then we recapture the inequality (1.6) from the intro-

duction.

3. Applications for n-Tuples of Complex Numbers

Let x = (x1; :::; xn) ; y = (y1; :::; yn) ; e = (e1; :::; en) 2 Cn with
Pn

k=1 jekj
2
=

1: Then by writing the above inequality (2.1) for the inner product hx; yi :=Pn
k=1 xkyk we get

(3.1)

�����
nX
k=1

xkyk �
�
1� ��

� nX
k=1

xkek

nX
k=1

ekyk

�����
2

�

24 nX
k=1

jxkj2 +
�
j�j2 � 1

� �����
nX
k=1

xkek

�����
2
3524 nX

k=1

jykj2 +
�
j�j2 � 1

� �����
nX
k=1

ekyk

�����
2
35 ;

for any �; � 2 C:
If we take em = 1 for m 2 f1; :::; ng and ek = 0 for any k 2 f1; :::; ng ; k 6= m;

then
Pn

k=1 jekj
2
= 1 and by (3.1) we get

(3.2)

�����
nX
k=1

xkyk �
�
1� ��

�
xmym

�����
2

�
"

nX
k=1

jxkj2 +
�
j�j2 � 1

�
jxmj2

#"
nX
k=1

jykj2 +
�
j�j2 � 1

�
jymj2

#
;

for any �; � 2 C:
If we take ek = 1p

n
for k 2 f1; :::; ng, then

Pn
k=1 jekj

2
= 1 and by (3.1) we get

(3.3)

����� 1n
nX
k=1

xkyk �
�
1� ��

� 1
n

nX
k=1

xk
1

n

nX
k=1

yk

�����
2

�

24 1
n

nX
k=1

jxkj2 +
�
j�j2 � 1

� ����� 1n
nX
k=1

xk

�����
2
3524 1

n

nX
k=1

jykj2 +
�
j�j2 � 1

� ����� 1n
nX
k=1

yk

�����
2
35 ;

for any �; � 2 C:
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From (3.1) we have the family of Cauchy-Bunyakovsky-Schwarz inequalities

(3.4)

�����
nX
k=1

xkyk �
�
1� ��

� nX
k=1

xkek

nX
k=1

ekyk

�����
2

�
nX
k=1

jxkj2
nX
k=1

jykj2 ;

for any �; � 2 C with j�j ; j�j � 1:
From (3.4) we get

(3.5) max
m2f1;:::;ng

�����
nX
k=1

xkyk �
�
1� ��

�
xmym

�����
2

�
nX
k=1

jxkj2
nX
k=1

jykj2 ;

and

(3.6)

����� 1n
nX
k=1

xkyk �
�
1� ��

� 1
n

nX
k=1

xk
1

n

nX
k=1

yk

�����
2

� 1

n

nX
k=1

jxkj2
1

n

nX
k=1

jykj2 ;

for any �; � 2 C with j�j ; j�j � 1:
If, for instance we take � = � =

p
2
2 in (3.4), then we get

(3.7)

�����
nX
k=1

xkyk �
1

2

nX
k=1

xkek

nX
k=1

ekyk

�����
2

�
nX
k=1

jxkj2
nX
k=1

jykj2 ;

while for � = �� =
p
2
2 ; then we get

(3.8)

�����
nX
k=1

xkyk �
3

2

nX
k=1

xkek

nX
k=1

ekyk

�����
2

�
nX
k=1

jxkj2
nX
k=1

jykj2 ;

for x = (x1; :::; xn) ; y = (y1; :::; yn) ; e = (e1; :::; en) 2 Cn with
Pn

k=1 jekj
2
= 1:

From the inequality (2.19) we get the following re�nement of Cauchy-Bunyakovsky-
Schwarz inequality

(3.9)

�����
nX
k=1

xkyk

����� �
�����
nX
k=1

xkyk � s
nX
k=1

xkek

nX
k=1

ekyk

�����+ s
�����
nX
k=1

xkek

nX
k=1

ekyk

�����
�
 

nX
k=1

jxkj2
!1=2 nX

k=1

jykj2
!1=2

;

for any s 2 [0; 1] ; where x = (x1; :::; xn) ; y = (y1; :::; yn) ; e = (e1; :::; en) 2 Cn withPn
k=1 jekj

2
= 1:

This implies the following inequalities

(3.10)

�����
nX
k=1

xkyk

����� �
�����
nX
k=1

xkyk � sxmym

�����+ s jxmymj
�
 

nX
k=1

jxkj2
!1=2 nX

k=1

jykj2
!1=2

;
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and

(3.11)

����� 1n
nX
k=1

xkyk

����� �
����� 1n

nX
k=1

xkyk � s
1

n

nX
k=1

xk
1

n

nX
k=1

yk

�����+ s
����� 1n

nX
k=1

xk
1

n

nX
k=1

yk

�����
�
 
1

n

nX
k=1

jxkj2
!1=2 

1

n

nX
k=1

jykj2
!1=2

;

for any s 2 [0; 1] ; where x = (x1; :::; xn) ; y = (y1; :::; yn) 2 Cn:
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caţii, Timişoara, Romania, 1-2 Noiembrie 1985, 13�16. ZBL 0594.46018.

[3] S. S. Dragomir and I. Sándor, Some inequalities in pre-Hilbertian spaces. Studia Univ. Babeş-
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