
THREE POINT RULES IN NUMERICAL INTEGRATION

P. CERONE

Abstract. Identities and inequalities are obtained involving evaluations at
an interior and at the end points. It is shown how previous work and rules
in numerical integration are recaptured as particular instances of the current
development. Explicit a priori bounds are provided allowing the determina-
tion of the partition required for achieving a prescribed error tolerance. In
the main, Ostrowski-Grüss type inequalities are used to obtain bounds on the
rules in terms of a variety of norms.

1. Introduction

Recently, Cerone and Dragomir [2] obtained the following identity involving
n−time differentiable functions with evaluation at an interior point and at the
end points.

For f : [a, b] → R a mapping such that f (n−1) is absolutely continuous on [a, b]
with α : [a, x] → R and β : (x, b] → R, then for all x ∈ [a, b] the following identity
holds

(−1)n
∫ b

a
Kn (x, t) f (n) (t) dt(1.1)

=
∫ b

a
f (t) dt−

n
∑

k=1

1
k!

[

Rk (x) f (k−1) (x) + Sk (x)
]

,

where the kernel Kn : [a, b]2 → R is given by

Kn (x, t) :=







(t−α(x))n

n! , t ∈ [a, x]

(t−β(x))n

n! , t ∈ (x, b],
(1.2)







Rk (x) = (β (x)− x)k + (−1)k−1 (x− α (x))k

and
Sk (x) = (α (x)− a)k f (k−1) (a) + (−1)k−1 (b− β (x))k f (k−1) (b)

.(1.3)

They obtained inequalities for f (n) ∈ Lp [a, b], p ≥ 1. In an earlier paper [1]
the same authors treated the case n = 1 but also examined the results eminating
from the Riemann-Stieltjes integral

∫ b
a K1 (x, t) df (t) and obtained bounds for f

being of bounded variation, Lipschitzian or monotonic. Applications to numerical
quadrature were investigated covering rules of Newton-Cotes type containing the
evaluation of the function at three possible points: the interior and extremities. The
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2 P. CERONE

development included the midpoint, trapezoidal and Simpson type rules. However,
unlike the classical rules, the results were not as restrictive in that the bounds were
derived in terms of the behaviour of at most the first derivative and the Peano
kernel K1 (x, t). Perturbed rules were also obtained using Grüss type inequalities.

In 1938, Ostrowski (see for example [10, p. 468]) proved the following integral
inequality:

Let f : I ⊆ R→ R be a differentiable mapping on I̊ (̊I is the interior of I),
and let a, b ∈̊I with a < b. If f ′ : (a, b) → R is bounded on (a, b), i.e., ‖f ′‖∞ :=
sup

t∈(a,b)
|f ′ (t)| < ∞, then we have the inequality:

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

f (x)− 1
b− a

∫ b

a
f (t) dt

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

≤

[

1
4

+

(

x− a+b
2

)2

(b− a)2

]

(b− a) ‖f ′‖∞(1.4)

for all x ∈ [a, b].
The constant 1

4 is sharp in the sense that it cannot be replaced by a smaller one.
For applications of Ostrowski’s inequality and its companions to some special

means and some numerical quadrature rules, we refer the reader to the recent
paper [7] by S.S. Dragomir and S. Wang.

Fink [8] used the integral remainder from a Taylor series expansion to show that
for f (n−1) absolutely continuous on [a, b], then the identity

∫ b

a
f (t) dt =

1
n

(

(b− a) f (x) +
n−1
∑

k=1

Fk (x)

)

+
∫ b

a
KF (x, t) f (n) (t) dt(1.5)

is shown to hold where

KF (x, t) =
(x− t)n−1

(n− 1)!
· p (x, t)

n
(1.6)

with p (x, t) being given by

p (x, t) =







t− a, t ∈ [a, x]

t− b, t ∈ (x, b].

and

Fk (x) =
n− k

k!

[

(x− a)k f (k−1) (a) + (−1)k−1 (b− x)k f (k−1) (b)
]

.

Fink then proceeds to obtain a variety of bounds from (1.5), (1.6) for f (n) ∈ Lp [a, b].
It may be noticed that (1.5) is again an identity that involves function evaluations
at three points to approximate the integral from the resulting inequalities. See
Mitrinović, Pečarić and Fink [10, Chapter XV] for further related results.

In the current article a split Peano kernel is utilised in which the branches are
products of two harmonic polynomials, unlike Pearce et al. [11] who assumed
that each of the branches themselves were harmonic polynomials. The general
result then allows for great flexibility in deriving integration rules which involve
evaluation at an interior point and two end points. Bounds are obtained in terms
of the Lp [a, b] norms and thus allowing, in advance, for the determination of a
partition required to achieve a given error tolerance. Simpson type formulae are
obtained in Section 3 and perturbed rules using Grüss type inequalities involving
the Chebychev functional are sketched in Section 4.
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2. Fundamental Results

Lemma 1. Let rk, sk, uk, vk ∈ H for k ∈ N be sequences of harmonic polynomials
where wk ∈ H if

w′k (t) = wk−1 (t) , w0 (t) = 1, t ∈ R.(2.1)

Further, define Kn (x, t), pn (t) and qn (t) by

Kn (x, t) =







pn (t) = rn−m (t) sm (t) , t ∈ [a, x]

qn (t) = un−m (t) vm (t) , t ∈ (x, b].
(2.2)

Then for f : [a, b] → R and f (n−1) absolutely continuous on [a, b], the identity

(−1)n
∫ b

a
Kn (x, t) f (n) (t) dt(2.3)

=
(

n
m

) ∫ b

a
f (t) dt +

n−1
∑

k=0

(−1)k
{[

p(k)
n (x)− q(k)

n (x)
]

f (n−1−k) (x)

+q(k)
n (b) f (n−1−k) (b)− p(k)

n (a) f (n−1−k) (a)
}

holds, where


























p(k)
n (·) =

U
∑

j=L

(

k
j

)

rn−m−j (·) sm−k+j (·) ,

q(k)
n (·) =

U
∑

j=L

(

k
j

)

un−m−j (·) vm−k+j (·)

(2.4)

with

U = min {k, n−m} , L = max {0, k −m} .(2.5)

Proof. Let

Jn (a, x, b) =
∫ b

a
Kn (x, t) f (n) (t) dt.(2.6)

Then integration by parts from utilising (2.2) gives

Jn (a, x, x) =
n−1
∑

k=0

(−1)n+k p(k)
n (t) f (n−1−k) (t)

∣

∣

∣

∣

x

a
+ (−1)n

∫ x

a
p(n)

n (t) f (t) dt.(2.7)

Now, using the Leibniz rule for differentiation of a product gives from (2.2)

p(k)
n (t) =

k
∑

j=0

(

k
j

)

djrn−m (t)
dtj

dk−jsm (t)
dtk−j .

It should be noted from (2.1) that

w(j)
k (t) =







wk−j (t) , j ≤ k

0, j > k
(2.8)
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and so from (2.7), since rn−m (t) and sm (t) are harmonic polynomials satisfying
(2.1) and using (2.8) gives

p(k)
n (t) =

min{k,n−m}
∑

j=max{0,k−m}

(

k
j

)

rn−m−j (t) sm−k+j (t) .(2.9)

Similarly, from (2.6)

Jn (x, x, b) =
n−1
∑

k=0

(−1)n+k q(k)
n (t) f (n−1−k) (t)

∣

∣

∣

∣

b

x
(2.10)

+ (−1)n
∫ b

x
q(n)
n (t) f (t) dt,

where

q(k)
n (t) =

min{k,n−m}
∑

j=max{0,k−m}

(

k
j

)

un−m−j (t) vm−k+j (t) .(2.11)

Further, from (2.9) and (2.11) we deduce that j = n−m since the subscripts of u
and v are nonnegative and thus

p(n)
n (t) = q(n)

n (t) =
(

n
n−m

)

=
(

n
m

)

.(2.12)

Combining (2.6), (2.7) and (2.10) on using (2.12) readily produces the identity (2.3)
where (2.4) is obtained from (2.9) and (2.11).

Theorem 1. Let f : [a, b] → R be a mapping such that f (n−1) is absolutely contin-
uous on [a, b]. The following inequalities hold for f (n) ∈ Lp [a, b], p ≥ 1 and for all
x ∈ [a, b],

|τn (x)| :=

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

(

n
m

) ∫ b

a
f (t) dt−

n−1
∑

k=0

(−1)k+1
{[

p(k)
n (x)(2.13)

− q(k)
n (x)

]

f (n−1−k) (x) + q(k)
n (b) f (n−1−k) (b)− p(k)

n (a) f (n−1−k) (a)
}∣

∣

∣

≤



























∥

∥f (n)
∥

∥

∞Bn (1, x) for f (n) ∈ L∞ [a, b] ;

∥

∥f (n)
∥

∥

p [Bn (q, x)]
1
q for f (n) ∈ Lp [a, b] ,

with p > 1, 1
p + 1

q = 1;
∥

∥f (n)
∥

∥

1 θn (x) for f (n) ∈ L1 [a, b] ,

where

Bn (q, x) =
∫ x

a
|pn (t)|q dt +

∫ b

x
|qn (t)|q dtdt(2.14)

θn (x) =
Mn (a, x) + Mn (x, b)

2
+
|Mn (x, b)−Mn (a, x)|

2
,(2.15)

with Mn (a, x) = sup
t∈[a,x]

|pn (t)| , Mn (x, b) = sup
t∈(x,b]

|qn (t)| ,

pn (t) , qn (t) are defined by (2.2),

p(k)
n (t) , q(k)

n (t) are as given by (2.4),
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and the Lebesgue norms are defined by
∥

∥

∥f (n)
∥

∥

∥

∞
: = ess sup

t∈[a,b]

∣

∣

∣f (n) (t)
∣

∣

∣ < ∞,

∥

∥

∥f (n)
∥

∥

∥

p
: =

(

∫ b

a

∣

∣

∣f (n) (t)
∣

∣

∣

p
dt

) 1
p

, p ≥ 1.

Proof. Taking the modulus of (2.3) gives

|τn (x)| = |Jn (a, x, b)| ,(2.16)

where |τn (x)| is as defined by the left hand side of (2.13) and Jn (a, x, b) by (2.6).
Now, observe that, from (2.6),

|Jn (a, x, b)| ≤
∥

∥

∥f (n)
∥

∥

∥

∞

∫ b

a
|Kn (x, t)| dt,(2.17)

where from (2.2)
∫ b

a
|Kn (x, t)| dt =

∫ x

a
|pn (t)| dt +

∫ b

x
|qn (t)| dt.(2.18)

Thus, combining (2.16), (2.17) and (2.18) gives the first inequality in (2.13).
Further, using Hölder’s integral inequality, we have the result, from (2.6),

|Jn (a, x, b)| ≤
∥

∥

∥f (n)
∥

∥

∥

p

(

∫ b

a
|Kn (x, t)|q dt

) 1
q

,
1
p

+
1
q

= 1, p > 1,

which, upon using (2.2) produces the second inequality in (2.13) from (2.16).
Finally, observe that

|Jn (a, x, b)| ≤
∥

∥

∥f (n)
∥

∥

∥

1
sup

t∈[a,b]
|Kn (x, t)| ,

where, from (2.6)

sup
t∈[a,b]

|Kn (x, t)| = max

{

sup
t∈[a,x]

|pn (t)| , sup
t∈(x,b]

|qn (t)|

}

and so using the well known identity

max {X, Y } =
X + Y

2
+
|Y −X|

2
(2.19)

produces, from (2.16), the third identity and the theorem is completely proved.

Remark 1. Lemma 1 recaptures an identity obtained by Pearce et al. [12] if both
pn (t) and qn (t) are harmonic polynomilas. However, here pn (t) and qn (t) are in
themselves not harmonic polynomials but are the product of two harmonic polyno-
mials.

Although in some sense the following result is a specialisation of Theorem 1, it is
deemed to be of such importance, recapturing a number of past works as particular
cases, that it is itself referred to as a Theorem in its own right.
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Theorem 2. Let f : [a, b] → R be a mapping such that f (n−1) is absolutely con-
tinuous on [a, b]. The following inequalities hold for f (n) ∈ Lp [a, b], p ≥ 1 and for
α, x, β ∈ [a, b] with a ≤ α, x, β ≤ b,

∣

∣τC
n (x)

∣

∣ :=

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∫ b

a
f (t) dt− 1

(

n
m

)

n−1
∑

k=0

(−1)k+1
{[

p(k)
n (x)(2.20)

−q(k)
n (x)

]

f (n−1−k) (x) + q(k)
n (b) f (n−1−k) (b)− p(k)

n (a) f (n−1−k) (a)
}∣

∣

∣

≤



































‖f(n)‖∞
n! B̃C

n (1, x) for f (n) ∈ L∞ [a, b] ;

‖f(n)‖
p

n!

[

B̃C
n (q, x)

] 1
q

for f (n) ∈ Lp [a, b] ,
with p > 1, 1

p + 1
q = 1;

‖f(n)‖1
n! θ̃

C
n (x) for f (n) ∈ L1 [a, b] ,

where

B̃C
n (q, x) =























































(α− a)nq+1 B ((n−m) q + 1,mq + 1)

+ (x− α)nq+1 Ψ
(

mq, (n−m) q; α−a
x−α

)

+(β − x)nq+1 Ψ
(

mq, (n−m) q; b−β
β−x

)

+(b− β)nq+1 B (mq + 1, (n−m) q + 1) , a ≤ α < x < β ≤ b

(x− a)nq+1 χ
(

(n−m) q,mq, α−a
x−a

)

+(b− x)nq+1 χ
(

(n−m) q, mq, b−β
β−x

)

, a ≤ β < x < α ≤ b

(2.21)

θ̃
C
n (x)(2.22)

=



















max
{

An−m
[A

2 +
∣

∣C − A
2

∣

∣

]m
, Bn−m

[B
2 +

∣

∣D − B
2

∣

∣

]m
}

,
a ≤ α < x < β ≤ b

max {An−m (A− C)m , Bn−m (B −D)m} , a ≤ β ≤ x ≤ α ≤ b



















p(k)
n (t) =

U
∑

j=L

(

k
j

)

(t−a)n−m−j

(n−m−j)! · (t−α)m−k+j

(m−k+j)!

and q(k)
n (t) =

U
∑

j=L

(

k
j

)

(t−b)n−m−j

(n−m−j)! ·
(t−β)m−k+j

(m−k+j)!

(2.23)

with U and L as given by (2.5),






















Ψ (j, k; X) =
∫ 1
0 uj (X + u)k du,

χ (j, k;X) =
∫ 1
0 uj (X − u)k du,

B (j, k) = χ (j − 1, k − 1; 1) is the Euler beta function,

(2.24)
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and

A = x− a, C = x− α, B = b− x, D = β − x.(2.25)

Proof. Let, for n,m ∈ N and m ≤ n
rn−m (t) = (t−a)n−m

(n−m)! , sm (t) = (t−α)m

m!

and un−m (t) = (t−b)n−m

(n−m)! , vm (t) = (t−β)m

m! ,
where a ≤ α, x, β ≤ b.

Let the superscript C relate to the above harmonic polynomials. Then, from
(2.2),

pC
n (t) =

(t− a)n−m

(n−m)!
· (t− α)m

m!
and qC

n (t) =
(t− b)n−m

(n−m)!
· (t− β)m

m!
.(2.26)

Now, from (2.14) and (2.26)

BC
n (q, x)

(

n
m

) =
1

(n!)q

{∫ x

a
(t− a)(n−m)q |t− α|mq dt(2.27)

+ (b− t)(n−m)q |t− β|mq dt
}

:=
B̃C

n (q, x)
(n!)q .

Now, for α ∈ [a, x) and β ∈ (x, b], then from (2.27)

B̃C
n (q, x) =

∫ α

a
(t− a)(n−m)q (α− t)mq dt +

∫ x

α
(t− a)(n−m)q (t− α)mq dt

+
∫ β

x
(b− t)(n−m)q (β − t)mq dt +

∫ b

β
(b− t)(n−m)q (t− β)mq dt

which upon substitution u = t−a
α−a , t−α

x−α , b−t
β−x and t−β

b−β respectively, produces the
first part of (2.21) in terms of (2.24).

Similarly, for α ∈ [x, b] and β ∈ [a, x] then

B̃C
n (q, x) =

∫ x

a
(t− a)(n−m)q (α− t)mq dt +

∫ b

x
(b− t)(n−m)q (t− β)mq dt

which on substituting u = t−a
x−a and b−t

b−x respectively gives the second result in
(2.21).

Further, from (2.15) and (2.24)

θC
n (x)

(

n
m

)(2.28)

=
1
n!

max

{

sup
t∈[a,x]

(t− a)n−m |t− α|m , sup
t∈[x,b]

(b− t)n−m |t− β|m
}

:=
θ̃

C
n (x)
n!

:=
1
n!

max
{

M̃C
n (a, x) , M̃C

n (x, b)
}

.
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Now, from (2.28)

M̃C
n (a, x) = (x− a)n−m sup

t∈[a,x]
|t− α|m

= (x− a)n−m







[max {α− a, x− α}]m , α ∈ [a, x] ,

(α− a)m , α ∈ [x, b]

and

M̃C
n (x, b) = (b− x)n−m sup

t∈[x,b]
|t− β|m

= (b− x)n−m







[max {β − x, b− β}]m , β ∈ [x, b] ,

(b− β)m , β ∈ [a, x]

which upon using (2.19) produces (2.22), where A,B, C, D are as defined in (2.25)
and the theorem is proved.

Remark 2. The results of Theorem 2 are quite general, giving previously reported
results as special cases. It is perhaps best to examine the Peano kernel (2.2) where
pn (t) and qn (t) are as given by (2.26), where the superscript C is used to denote that
the kernel involves coupled kernels resulting in function evaluation of at most three
points. For m = 0 the results of Cerone et al. [3] involving n−time differentiable
Ostrowski results are obtained. Taking m = n reproduces the results of Cerone
and Dragomir [2] involving three point results for n−time differentiable functions
consisting of evaluations at the end points and an interior point. If m = n and
α = β = x, then the generalised trapezoidal results for the n−time differentiable
results of Cerone et al. [4] are recovered. If we take m = n − 1 and α = β = x,
then the results of Fink [8] are obtained within this quite general framework.

The following corollary gives a more elegant representation of the results through
a parametrisation of the intervals under consideration through a representation of
α and β as a convex combination of the end points.

Corollary 1. Let the conditions of Theorem 2 hold. Then

∣

∣

∣τC∗
n (x)

∣

∣

∣ :=

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∫ b

a
f (t) dt−

n−1
∑

k=0

(−1)k+1 d(k)
n (x) f (n−1−k) (x)−(2.29)

n−1
∑

k=n−m

(−1)k+1
[

Q(k)
n (b) f (n−1−k) (b)− P (k)

n (a) f (n−1−k) (a)
]

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

≤



































BC∗
n (1,x)

n!

∥

∥f (n)
∥

∥

∞ , for f (n) ∈ L∞ [a, b] ;

h
BC∗

n (q,x)
i 1

q

n!

∥

∥f (n)
∥

∥

p , for f (n) ∈ Lp [a, b] ,
with p > 1, 1

p + 1
q = 1;

θC∗
n (x)

n!

∥

∥f (n)
∥

∥

1 , for f (n) ∈ L1 [a, b] ,
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where

BC∗
n (q, x)(2.30)

=
[

Anq+1 + Bnq+1]



















λnq+1B ((n−m) q + 1,mq + 1) +

(1− λ)nq+1 Ψ
(

mq, (n−m) q, λ
1−λ

)

, 0 ≤ λ < 1;

χ ((n−m) q, mq, λ) , λ ≥ 1,

θC∗
n (x)(2.31)

=
[

b− a
2

+
∣

∣

∣

∣

x− a + b
2

∣

∣

∣

∣

]n






[1
2 +

∣

∣λ− 1
2

∣

∣

]m
, 0 ≤ λ < 1;

λm, λ ≥ 1,

with Ψ(j, k; X) , χ (j, k; X) and B (j, k) as given by (2.24) and A = x−a, B = b−x.
Further,

d(k)
n (x) =

[

An−k − (−B)n−k
]

10@ n
m

1A
U

∑

j=L

0@ k
j

1A(1−λ)m−k+j

(n−m−j)!(m−k+j)! ,

P (k)
n (a) = An−k (−λ)n−k

0@ k
n−m

1A0@ n
m

1A , k ≥ n−m

and Q(k)
n (b) = Bn−kλn−k

0@ k
n−m

1A0@ n
m

1A , k ≥ n−m

(2.32)

with, from (2.6), U = min {k, n−m} and L = max {0, k −m}.

Proof. Taking α = λx + (1− λ) a and β = λx + (1− λ) b in Theorem 2 gives the
above results after some simplification.

Remark 3. Taking λ = 0 in Corollary 1 implies that α = a and β = b, producing
an Ostrowski type result similar to those obtained in Cerone et al. [3]. Taking λ = 1
gives generalized trapezoidal results for n−time differentiable functions of Cerone
et al. [4].

3. Simpson Type Formulae

The inequality
∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∫ b

a
f (t) dt− b− a

6

[

f (a) + 4f
(

a + b
2

)

+ f (b)
]

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

≤ (b− a)5

2880

∥

∥

∥f (4)
∥

∥

∥

∞
(3.1)

is well known as the Simpson inequality where the mapping f : [a, b] → R is
assumed to have f (4) bounded on (a, b). A review article by Dragomir et al. [6]
presents bounds in terms of at most a first derivative while Pečarić and Varosănec
[12] obtain bounds in terms of f (k) ∈ Lp [a, b], p ≥ 1 and k ≤ 4. The current work
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looks at recapturing the above results as special cases of the development presented
in the previous section.

Let m = 1 in (2.26), let α and β be shown to depend on x and subscripted to
denote their dependence on n. Further, a superscript of S is used to depict the
relationship with Simpson’s rule. Then

pS
n (t) =

(t− a)n−1

(n− 1)!
(t− αn (x)) , qS

n (t) =
(t− b)n−1

(n− 1)!
(t− βn (x)) ,(3.2)

with

αn (x) = λnx + (1− λn) a, βn (x) = λnx + (1− λn) b, λn =
n
3

.(3.3)

Hence, from Corollary 1, and using (3.2) and (3.3) gives

∣

∣τS
n (x)

∣

∣ : =

∣

∣

∣

∣

∣

∫ b

a
f (t) dt−

n−1
∑

k=0

(−1)k+1 d(k)
n (x) f (n−1−k) (x)−(3.4)

(−1)n λn

n
[B · f (b) + A · f (a)]

∣

∣

∣

∣

≤



































BS
n (1,x)
n!

∥

∥f (n)
∥

∥

∞ , for f (n) ∈ L∞ [a, b] ;

[BS
n (q,x)]

1
q

n!

∥

∥f (n)
∥

∥

p , for f (n) ∈ Lp [a, b] ,
with p > 1, 1

p + 1
q = 1;

θS
n(x)
n!

∥

∥f (n)
∥

∥

1 , for f (n) ∈ L1 [a, b] ,

where

BS
n (q, x)(3.5)

=
[

Anq+1 + Bnq+1]



















λnq+1
n B ((n− 1) q + 1, q + 1)+

(1− λn)nq+1 Ψ
(

q, (n− 1) q, λn
1−λn

)

, 0 ≤ λn < 1;

χ ((n− 1) q, q, λn) , λn ≥ 1,

θS
n (x) =

[

b− a
2

+
∣

∣

∣

∣

x− a + b
2

∣

∣

∣

∣

]n






1
2 +

∣

∣λn − 1
2

∣

∣ , 0 ≤ λn < 1;

λn, λn ≥ 1,
(3.6)

d(k)
n (x) =

[

An−k − (−B)n−k
] 1

n

min{k,n−1}
∑

j=max{0,k−1}

(

k
j

)

(1− λn)

(n− 1− j)! (1− k + j)!
,(3.7)

with Ψ (j, k; X), χ (j, k; X) and B (j, k) as given by (2.24) and A = x−a, B = b−x,
λn = n

3 .
If n = 1, 2, 3 and 4, then we obtain the Simpson type results of Dragomir et al.

[6] and Pečarić and Varosănec [12], provided that x is taken at the midpoint, that
is, at x = a+b

2 . It may be seen that d(k)
n (x) = 0 from (2.32) and (3.7) when n−k is

even so that only even derivatives are present when x = a+b
2 . Further, from (3.7),

d(1)
4 = 0 and so there is no f ′′ (x) term in the quadrature rule. Taking, for example,

n = 4, q = 1 and λ4 = 4
3 in (3.2) – (3.7) reproduces (3.1).
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4. Perturbed Results

Perturbed versions of the results of the previous sections may be obtained by
using Grüss type results involving the Chebychev functional

T (f, g) = M (fg)−M (f)M (g)(4.1)

with

M (f) =
1

b− a

∫ b

a
f (t) dt.(4.2)

For f, g : [a, b] → R and integrable on [a, b], as is their product, then

|T (f, g)| ≤



































[T (f, f)]
1
2 [T (g, g)]

1
2 , Dragomir [5]

for f, g ∈ L2 [a, b] ;
Γ−γ

2 [T (f, f)]
1
2 , Matić et al. [9]

for γ ≤ g (t) ≤ Γ, t ∈ [a, b] ;
(Γ−γ)(Φ−φ)

4 Grüss (see [10, pp. 295-310])
φ ≤ f ≤ Φ, t ∈ [a, b] .

(4.3)

Associating f (t) with (−1)n Kn (x, t) and g (t) with f (n) (t), then from (2.3), (4.1)
and (4.2), we obtain

T
(

(−1)n Kn (x, ·) , f (n) (·)
)

= M
(

(−1)n Kn (x, ·) , f (n) (·)
)

−M ((−1)n Kn (x, ·)) M
(

f (n) (·)
)

and thus

(b− a) T
(

(−1)n Kn (x, ·) , f (n) (·)
)

(4.4)

= τn (x)− (−1)n Un (x)
(

f (n−1) (b)− f (n−1) (a)
b− a

)

,

where τn (x) is the left hand side of (2.14) and

Un (x) =
∫ x

a
pn (t) dt +

∫ b

x
qn (t) dt.

Hence, (4.4) is a perturbation of τn (x) and we may obtain bounds from utilising
(4.3). This, however will not be pursued further here.

References

[1] P. CERONE and S. S. DRAGOMIR, Three point quadrature rules involving, at most, a first
derivative, submitted, RGMIA Res. Rep. Coll., 2 (4) (1999), Article 8.1

[2] P. CERONE and S. S. DRAGOMIR, Three point identities and inequalities for n−time
differentiable functions, RGMIA Res. Rep. Coll., 2 (7) (1999), Article 13.

[3] P. CERONE, S. S. DRAGOMIR and J. ROUMELIOTIS, Some Ostrowski type inequalities
for n-time differentiable mappings and applications, Demonstratio Math.

[4] P. CERONE, S. S. DRAGOMIR, J. ROUMELIOTIS, and J. SUNDE, A new generalisation
of the trapezoid formula for n−time differentiable mappings and applications, (accepted),
Demonstratio Math.

[5] S. S. DRAGOMIR, Better bounds in some Ostrowski-Grüss type inequalities, RGMIA Res.
Rep. Coll., 3 (1), (2000), Article 3.

1Submitted articles may be found at
http://rgmia.vu.edu.au



12 P. CERONE

[6] S. S. DRAGOMIR, R.P. ARGARWAL and P. CERONE, On Simpson’s inequality and appli-
cations, J. of Ineq. & Appl., (in press).

[7] S. S. DRAGOMIR and S. WANG, Applications for Ostrowski’s inequality to the estimation
of error bounds for some special means and some numerical quadrature rules, Appl. Math.
Lett., 11 (1998), 105-109.

[8] A.M. FINK, Bounds on the derivation of a function from its averages, Czech. Math. Journal,
42 (117) (1992), 289-310.
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